
 

Dear People of God Gathered at St. John’s, I invite you to read this note to the end and to turn it over: 

On these warm days of Summer I think back on our project last year during the Fall, where for 2 months, we 
took the opportunity to practice the spiritual discipline of gratitude and thankfulness to God.  We did this at home and 
we did this during worship.  We set aside time in our busy lives to rest and reflect and thank God for all that we have.   

Some of you had the chance to reflect and come to me during that time and said to me, “Pastor this helped me to 
realize I have enough.  That while there may be a whole lot more out there that I could want, I have enough.”  My life 
and my good health are enough.  I don’t need extra things to make me happy.  The things that make me happy are 
already here and they are mostly not things at all.  They are people and experiences and a relationship with Jesus.  They 
are my friends and family, they are a chance to enjoy the outdoors, they are the chance to teach faith to young people 
and to be part of a Bible study here at St. John’s.” 

Enough.  It’s a word our culture does not want us to learn.  It’s a word that marketers and those who want the 
stock market to soar each year would love for us as the American consumer to never think, let alone say.  But here we 
are.  Many of us are saying that we have enough.  No, that doesn’t mean we are all of a sudden socialists, (though some 
may be) but rather that we’ve decided that the American Dream doesn’t include making sure we buy more and more but 
rather that we are happy with what we have and dare I say, trying to use what we do have to serve God and others, 
rather than just ourselves.   

That’s what Jesus called us to.  You see, when we have enough and when we know that deep down, we are 
freed to give.  If we know we have enough time we can give some away to help others.  If we know we have enough 
money we can give some of that away too and if we know we have enough talents we can share those with others as 
well. 

This summer if you’re not finding ways to give on all of these fronts, I challenge you to consider the blessings 
in your life and to give out of your abundance.  We only get to live once and if we always want more and more stuff and 
constantly chase after it it’s like chasing after the wind because things will never make us happy, but if instead we 
engage in regular exercises of gratitude we’ll recognize that the most important things in life aren’t things and we’ll 
open our hearts and our lives to live into God’s abundance and to give with generosity. 

This summer I invite you to continue or begin, practices of gratitude and generosity so that you may glorify God 
and recognize that we have enough.  To that end I invite you to use the form on the reverse of this letter to sign up to 
have your offering come directly to the church from your bank account on a regular basis.  You can choose the 
frequency and the amount.  I invite you to do this because life gets busy and many folks cannot be here every week 
especially in the summer but our work of serving God goes on each week and your financial support is critical to help us 
continue to plan for great ministries like Vacation Bible School.  Signing up for Simply Giving is a great option because 
when we plan to be generous on a regular basis we are much more likely to follow through.   

Sincerely, 
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